Pre-billing review will improve mortality index.
At Stony Brook University and Medical Center in Stony Brook, NY, clinical documentation specialists conduct pre-billing reviews of the charts of patients who die in the hospital to ensure that risk of mortality is accurately represented. Staff reviews charts of all patients with an expected mortality rate of 3 or lower. Review is pre-billing because publicly reported mortality data is based on billing information. When physician query is returned, coders can recode the chart.